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Rigor remains our instructional focus
throughout the remainder of the school year.

What is rigor?
True rigor means creating an environment in
which each student is expected to learn at high
levels, each student is supported so that he or
she can learn at high levels, and each student
demonstrates learning at high levels
(Blackburn, 2008).  Read about each of
these three elements on page 2.
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STAR Math Update

Identifying Similarities
& Differences
Ways to incorporate our Strategy
of the Year & Get Caught “Red-
handed”:

• Venn Diagrams
• Word sorts
• Comparison Matrix &

Classification Charts &
Double Bubble Diagram

• Metaphors, analogies, &
Similes

• Frayer Model
• Get off the Fence,

Anticipation Guides, Probable
Passage,

     Tea Party
• Examples & non-examples
• Sentence Stem Comparisons

We have recently learned that we can reach our
goal this year if the percentage of scores in the
lower two levels of the quartile decrease and the
scores in the upper two quartiles increase on the
EOC for Algebra I.  The juniors are the students
who will be taking the test in May 2013.  The
scores for the junior class are very promising as
indicated by the graph on page 3.

You guys have made great strides toward
meeting the state goal for proficiency, but we still
have a long way to go.  The success we are
noticing with the 11th graders must spill over
into the lower two grades.  We must find ways to
make academics a priority at those levels.  If I
can do anything to be of assistance, please don’t
hesitate to ask.

STAR Reading Update
Our goal is to decrease the number of students in
Urgent Intervention and increase the number of
students in At/Above Benchmark categories.

We have made some progress school-wide, and our
11th graders showed the most progress.
Unfortunately, our 9th graders have seemed to
struggle with their test scores.  We need to show
some major gains during 2nd semester.

As always, I am available to assist you in designing a
reading lesson. Just let me know how I can help. Try
to incorporate reading WEEKLY! We ALL need to push
our kids to read more daily, and we ALL need to
support our struggling readers with well-designed
reading activities.  This should be a school-wide
effort, and the English teachers can’t do it alone.
Let’s make an effort to increase the literacy of our
students during 2nd semester.

See the STAR graphs on page 3.



The second Friday in March is designed as a public
holiday, according to the Missouri Statutes. It is
recommended that the day be observed through
activities that will bring about an awareness of the
importance and benefits of reading and encourage
greater emphasis on reading, both in school and at home.
On March 8, plan reading activities for your students in
recognition that reading proficiency is a major factor in
determining a child’s success in school.
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Upcoming Events
Half Day, Staff Development Day

Friday, March 1

Daylight Savings

Sunday, March 10

End of 3rd Quarter

Friday, March 15

EOC tests

English: 4/15-4/19; Gov’t: 4/22-4/26

Biology: 4/29-5/3; Algebra: 5/6-5/10

Reminders to Teachers

• Update your data in the
teachers’ lounge

• Incorporate Word of the Week

• Check for IDs

Don’t forget!
When administrators walk through to
evaluate your instruction, these are
areas they examine:

1. student work samples with scoring
guides

2. blackboard configuration

3. Do Now/Exit Slips

4. High Yield Instructional Strategies (ie:
Identifying Similarities & Differences)

5. High levels of student engagement

6. Rigor & Relevance

7. Incorporate reading activities & Tier 2
vocabulary (Word of the Week)

Congratulations, Teachers!
Special recognition is due to the following teachers:

Ms. Strong & Mr. Clermont for demonstrating excellence
in teaching! The 11th graders showed the most significant
improvement on the STAR Reading Assessment by increasing
the percentage of students in the at/above benchmark
category and decreasing the percentage of students in the
urgent intervention category.  Way to go!

Mrs. Mathews for pushing her students to show the most
growth on the STAR Reading Assessment, by increasing an
average of 67 Scale Score points per student during 1st

semester. Keep pushing those kids!

Thanks to Mrs. Marshall who stepped in to help with the
scheduling of the students for second semester while Mrs.
Baker-Ingram recovered from her illness.

Thanks to Mrs. Baker-Ingram who is doing a great job of
supplying the math dept with information, samples, & websites
for the areas in which MSB has a history of struggling with on
the EOC.

“Each student is expected to learn at
high levels…”

 Communicate “I believe you can”
 No excuses for lack of effort
 Adequate wait time after asking

questions
“Each student is supported so that he or
she can learn at high levels …”

 Extra help provided
 Scaffold learning
 Review & Individualized support built

into lesson
 Individual or small group tutoring

“Each student demonstrates learning at
high levels …”

 All students respond to teacher’s
questions (white boards, pair/share)

 Students demonstrate learning in a
variety of ways (tests, projects, etc.)

 Students are given multiple
opportunities to demonstrate
understanding.

Rigor, cont’d Missouri School Read-In
Day: March 8!
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If you want to learn more about how to help
your students become better readers in
your class, I highly recommend the book I
Read It, But I Don’t Get It: Comprehension
Strategies for Adolescent Readers by Cris
Tovani.  I have an extra copy that you can
borrow. It is an entertaining read and a
very easy read, only about 100 pages.  It
has practical and simple suggestions to
support your readers in your classroom with
ready-to-use activities and handouts.  When
I first read the book, everything clicked with
what I was experiencing with my high
school students who were reluctant to read.
It changed the way I taught and made me a
better teacher.

Reading Corner

STAR Data

Coaching Services

STAR Math Data
Instructional Rounds:  To encourage you
to get fresh ideas and reflect upon your own
teaching, visit your colleagues’ rooms and learn
from each other.  Rounds are not for evaluation;
rounds are for collaboration and professional
reflection of the observers.  If you would like to
schedule some instructional rounds, please see
your coach to make this happen.

Video tape your lesson: Although it
sounds scary, it is an enlightening experience.
You will learn so much more about yourself as a
teacher and about your students.  If you would
like help with this service, please see your coach.
Everything is always confidential, so no one else
will see it!

Instructional Idea
Create a “Parking Lot” board with a numbered spot
for each student in your class.  Each student has a
designated number, and they can put their exit slip
or responses on post-its on the board in their
designated parking spot.  Then you can easily see
who responded and who didn’t.

Instructional Coach Newsletter   Page 3



Instructional Coach Newsletter   Page 4

7.

What’s going on at MSB???

Ms. Mutert & Ms.
McKinney were
helping their
students learn
important skills. Ms.
Mutert’s class was
practicing note
taking & Ms.
McKinney’s class
was working on an
essay.

Mr. Hodges
& Ms.
Buchanan’s
students
were
presenting
and teaching
each other.

Ms. Todd & Ms. Berns’
students were working on
preparing for skits to
demonstrate their
understanding of what they
had learned.
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